
Caltopo.com Homework



• Assignment

● Create a Caltopo map based on The Plan

● Mark waypoints (Markers)

● Draw line of proposed route

● Print map to PDF and email result /w stats 
to Jon & Neal

● Optional: Export GPS to phone

• PRO Tips

● Use a computer not your phone or a tablet

○ You need right click!

● Use different map layers to check the 
terrain

The Plan

1. Gather in the Icehouse Canyon TH parking lot

2. Climb to Icehouse Saddle.

3. Ascend Bighorn Peak via it’s North Ridge

4. Reverse route

5. Head to PIZZA and BEER at Round Table

Claremont

Snow Travel Homework Assignment



Login Select Map
Layers

Print Export To GPS

Find 
Location

Create Points &
Routes

Hike!

General Workflow



Login to Caltopo.com

Pick one of the existing online 
services where you already have 
an account.

Free Caltopo Account:
• Save 5 maps
• Print to 8.5 x 11”

Paid Account 
($20/yr, $50/yr, $100/yr)
• Save 20, 200 maps
• Print 13 x 19”, 36 x 48”, 48 x 96”
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Find a location



Zoom to find Trailhead:
Icehouse Canyon Parking



Select Map Layers

Most Useful (Preset Combinations)
• Scanned Topo (USGS 7.5’)
• MapBuilder Topo (Default)
• Hybrid Satellite (Global Imagery)

• Map Overlays
• Contours
• MapBuilder Overlay



Changing Map Layers

USGS 7.5’

MapBuilder Topo



USGS Satellite

Tip: Use multiple map layers!

Cloudburst
Summit

Layers can be changed without affecting your points or waypoints!
• Hybrid or Satellite view can help pick out trailheads!

• Mapbuilder Topo can show different trails than Scanned Topos

• Line tool can snap to trails so you don’t have to trace them!



• Waypoints (Markers)
• Routes (Lines)

Creating:

1. Right click on map
2. Under “Add Object Here”
3. Select “Marker” or “Line”



Homework
Create Waypoints: (Right Click > Under “Add Object 
Here” > Click Marker)
• Icehouse Canyon TH

• Lower Chapman Trail Junction

• Wilderness Boundary

• Upper Chapman Trail Junction

• Icehouse Saddle

• Bighorn Peak

Next – Create Line: (Right Click > Under “Add Object 
Here” > Click Line)
• Click on the 1st marker (Icehouse Canyon TH) and follow 

the trail to the Icehouse Saddle marker.

• Click on the Ice Saddle marker, move cursor directly up 
the ridge towards Bighorn Peak, clicking on each 
change of direction as you go.

• Double click on the Bighorn Peak marker.



Trip Statistics

Left click your line and select “Profile”



Collapsed View

Click “expand” to view

Trip Statistics

Gain / Loss Miles



Best Hidden Feature:

Right Click Marker or point

Under “Measure Here”
• NOAA Forecast
• Simulated View



Right Click -> Under Measure Here -> NOAA



South View from 4377’

In the field Caltopo

Right Click -> Under Measure Here -> View From Here



Save Your Map!



Finding Your Saved Map



Print to PDF



Print to PDF
Drag Print Area



• Page Size
• 8.5 x 11 (Free account)
• Portrait or Landscape

• Set the scale to 1:24,000
• Add pages to get the 

surrounding area
• Up to 5 (Free account)

• Click on Generate PDF

Printing



1. Email PDF to Jon V and Neal

2. Include the RT distance of the hike

3. Include the elevation gain for the hike

4. Print for your use Saturday, February 26th

Submit Your Assignment



Import & Export GPS Files



1. Download the Gaia app to your phone
2. Export from Caltopo to your computer

3. Email the GPX file to yourself
4. Open the email you sent to yourself with you phone
5. Open/Save the GPX attachment from your phone

Export a GPX & Import Into Gaia



Questions?

• e-mail: jon.valencia@gmail.com

• e-mail: neal.robbins@l3harris.com
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